
October 2020 - Highcliffe Art Fellowship – Chairman’s Letter  

Another month has gone by and as well as us heading into autumn with darker evenings 
there is no sign of Covid 19 going away. More positively we have some interesting updates 
for you from the HAF Committee. 

• Our first live zoom demonstration. 
On the 7th October we had our first live demonstration since lock down on Zoom. We 
had 18 people join to watch Melanie Cambridge live showing us how to paint a sea 
scape in oils. As to be expected there were some technical issues mainly with the 
sound as this was also a first for Melanie. The overall conclusion was that the 
demonstration was excellent giving those who attended not only the chance to learn 
about colour perspective and technique but also to see and talk to other HAF 
members before, during the break and at the end of the demonstration. Melanie has 
let us have a video copy of the demonstration which Ann Stewart has forwarded to 
you. So far we have had well over 30 people watch the video. 
As a result your committee, in the absence of real live demo meetings, are looking to 
plan further live online demonstrations. More information to follow--------- 

• Web site updates. 
There have been a few changes to the web site. Please have a look and let me have 
your feedback. One thing that is still in the same place is the ‘Lockdown Gallery’ 
which we will keep as long as we are living with restrictions. There is of course 
always more room for more paintings in the gallery so please let us have photos of 
any more recent work that you have done. 
After reviewing the contents of the ‘Main Gallery’ we noticed that a number of 
paintings have been on display for a very long time.  In order to make room for new 
paintings and to eventually transfer some paintings from the lockdown gallery, we 
will start to remove some of those paintings that have been on display for longer 
than a couple of years. 

• The Millennium Challenge. 
Entry to our Millennium Challenge, aimed at selecting two paintings to be 
permanently on show at Highcliffe Castle, is now closed. We have 12 artists 
producing a total of 10 paintings each of ‘Smugglers in Chewton Bunny’ and ‘The Cat 
and Fiddle Pub’. Towards the end of November we will be asking you to decide 
which two paintings deserve that honour. 

• Action in the event that we are not able to hold our AGM. 
I have already said that it looks as if it will be some time before we can get back to 
our normal demo meetings. It also looks as if we will not be able to hold our AGM in 
December. As a result, apart from Sandi as membership secretary everyone else has 
said they are happy to carry on in their current roles. Sandi’s role as Membership 
Secretary has been taken over by Ann, combining it with her work as ‘Minutes 



Secretary’. We will however be asking for more help when it comes to the AGM as 
combining two roles into one makes for a lot of work. Of course if you want to offer 
your help now we would be more than happy to hear from you. I can assure you that 
being on the committee is not as daunting as it sounds and can be a lot of fun. 

• Russell Cotes Museum 
As a result of the current pandemic the Russell Cotes Museum has produced a digital 
guide to their sculpture and art exhibits. Access to this is free by typing into Google 
‘Russell Cotes digital guide’. Once in the guide there are links to each room to view 
the ‘paintings and sculptures list’. The paintings can be expanded and many are of an 
exceptional quality. 

• Membership for 2021 and Members Details. 
We have already said that if you have paid your fees for membership for 2020 we 
will carry that membership on through 2021 at no additional cost. If however you did 
not get around to paying your fees for 2020 we will be asking you to do so when we 
can meet as a group again. If for any reason you decide you do not want to remain a 
member in 2021 please let us know.  
Keeping the contact details for our members up to date is critical if we are to 
maintain contact with you. That is even more important in the current environment. 
If any of your contact detains such as address, phone number or email address 
change please ensure that you let either the membership secretary or myself know. 
We of course will ensure that any personal information you give us will remain 
confidential. 

• Help for our members. 
In the current environment we are aware that life can be difficult especially for those 
who live on their own or who like most of us fall into the older category. As a result 
we discussed as a committee what support we can give. Pauline has volunteered to 
start making contact with our members so don’t be surprised if you get a call from 
her. She just wants to check you are ok and also ask if there is anything else you 
think we should be doing. If however you feel that it would be helpful for you to 
contact Pauline her phone number is available by request through the contact email 
address. 

• Your ideas 
If you have any ideas or suggestions about other things our committee should be 
considering please let me know. 
 

I think that is enough for now so stay safe and happy painting. 

Mike Daniels 

Chairman Highcliffe Art Fellowship 


