
                                 HAF CHAIRMAN’S LETTER FEBRUARY 2021. 

Dear members, 

As I write this letter the good news is that the number of Covid vaccinations is increasing 
rapidly with most people over 70 having received their first jab with second vaccinations 
starting to be given. On the down side the weather has turned very cold and we have even 
had a sprinkling of snow. Sadly there is no sign of when the restrictions due to Covid will be 
eased or when we will be able to get back to some sort of normality. While this means that 
we will not be getting back to live monthly demonstrations or a normal annual exhibition 
soon, your committee does have some exciting things planned. 

OUR PROGRAMME OF DEMONSTRATIONS: 

Sadly we have cancelled the live demonstrations for the time being. Gillian Key, our 
programme secretary, has managed to rebook the majority of artists for 2022. In their place 
this year we have a programme of video and Zoom meetings. This has enabled us to book 
artists from outside our normal area for live demonstrations. We hope you will find them 
exciting. 

Hopefully you will have enjoyed in January the video from Sharon Hurst showing how to 
paint ‘A Glittery Clematis’.  

In February we have had 3 shorter videos from Penny Crighton-Seager showing us how to 
paint ‘A Portrait of David Bowie’. This will be followed up on WEDNESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY AT 
14.30 HRS with a 40 minute zoom meeting when Penny will go over some of the techniques 
and answer any questions we may have. I will send out a reminder and a link to Zoom 
nearer the date. 

The future programme planned is as follows: 

DATE                  ARTIST                        FORMAT               SUBJECT                        MEDIUM 

9th March       Chris Forsey              Zoom meeting      Harbour scene            Acrylic 

28th April        Jem Bowden             Zoom Meeting      Landscape          Water Colour 

5th May          Sonia Bacchus           Zoom Meeting      Architecture               Acrylic 

2nd June         Tim Wilmot               Zoom Meeting       Town / Harbour        Water Colour 

We will continue to review the situation beyond June and keep you fully informed of our 
plans. 

ANNUAL 3 WEEK EXHIBITION IN AUGUST: 

In my last Chairman’s letter I said that because of the current restraints we would, with 
regret, not be able to plan for a full 3 week exhibition in August this year. All of the evidence 
since then has confirmed that is the right decision. It does not however mean that we have 
fully ruled out the possibility of a shorter and more simplified exhibition. The ‘Exhibition Sub 
Committee’ will meet later this month to try to put together a much reduced and simplified 
Exhibition. What we can do will obviously depend on how the situation changes over the 



coming months. I should be able to give you more information on this next month. In the 
meantime my advice is to ‘keep painting’. 

WHAT TO PAINT? 

In last month’s letter I asked our members what else they would like us to do. Several of you 
said that you had difficulty in thinking what to paint and asked us to help. As a result we are 
introducing our ‘Painting of the Month’ challenge. Our plan is to propose a subject each 
month and invite members to have a go. If you do have a go and are happy with the results 
please send them to us and we will try to get as many on the web site each month as 
possible. To do this you should send your photos at the best resolution you can obtain, with 
your name, medium used, title and if you want to sell the painting the price, to 
entries@highcliffe-art.info  

The subject for February to mid-March is ‘Winter Snow and Floods’. 

WEB SITE UPDATES: 

Ian Game is always looking at ways to improve our website. He has updated the galleries, 
improved the way we can respond to emails to the site and also updated the online 
membership application form. So please encourage your friends to have a look. You never 
know they may want to join us. 

WELFARE: 

As you know, our Publicity Officer Pauline Ruffhead, in addition to placing adverts in various 
magazines and the press, has also taken on the role of Welfare Officer for the duration of 
the pandemic. She is now on her second round of telephone calls to our members just for a 
chat so don’t be surprised when she gives you a ring. In the meantime if you are aware of 
any of our members who could do with someone to chat to please let us know. 

I will be in touch again soon but in the meantime stay safe and keep painting. 

Kind regards, 

Mike Daniels 

Chairman Highcliffe Art Fellowship 

 


